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Application/Control Number: 10/736,945 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1795 

As to claims 2 and 4, Lui et al. discloses a fuel cell system comprising a pair of 
cells (Paragraph 26). Each of the cells will inherently have a fuel flow field and a fuel 
inlet and a fuel supply pipe. (See Figures below for a comparison match between 
applicants figure of the elected specie and Lui et at. figure) 



10c 



Inlet fuel 
distributor 



As to claim 9, L ui et al. included 
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As to claim 12, the fuel inlet distributor comprises a first internal manifold 
receiving fuel from the fuel supply pipe (area 136) a second internal fuel manifold (area 
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Application/Control Number: 10/736,945 Page 6 

Art Unit: 1795 

1 1 . Claim 1 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Lui et aL 
(US 2004/0058220 A1 in view of Reiser et al. (US 2002/0076582 A1). 

As to claim 14, Lui et al. disclose a plurality of fuel cells, each of the fuel cells 
have at least one fuel flow field and a fuel inlet and fuel outlet Each of the cells will 
inherently have a fuel flow field and a fuel inlet and a fuel supply pipe. (See Figures 
below for a comparison match between applicants figure of the elected specie and Lui 
et al. figure) 
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However Lui modified by Reiser fail to disclose the recycled fuel is provided 
down stream of the permeable baffle. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to replenish the fuel in the system because it would save the fuel from being 
expended. Furthermore the placement of the fuel downstream of the baffle would allow 
the recycled fuel to enter the cells directly and would further mix with the fuel entering 
from the orifices thus homogenizing the fuel entering the cells. 
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